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Government Designated Natural Monument
The Toyano Inverted Bamboo Grove

Visiting Hours:

April 1 - September 30: 9:00am - 6:00pm
October 1 - March 31: 9:00am - 4:00pm
(Closed from December 28 - January 3)

About the Toyano Inverted Bamboo Grove

The ‘inverted” bamboo growing in this thicket is a strange variation of bam-
boo called hachiku, the branches of which bend sharply downwards. This pre-
cious plant became a government designated natural monument on October
12th, 1922.

According to legend, Shinran, founder of the Jodo Shinshu sect of Buddhism,
was spreading his doctrine in Toyano when, in this very grove, he stuck his
walking stick into the soil whereupon it began to take root and branches and
leaves sprouted up backwards from the ground. The Inverted Bamboo Grove
is counted as one of the "Seven Mysteries of Echigo™ .

Caution
In order to preserve this precious natural monument, the following actions are
strictly prohibited
- Picking or harvesting the bamboo or any other plants
Smoking, using fire in any way, or carrying any dangerous articles
Entering the premises by bicycle, automobile, motorcycle, ctc.
Bringing in animals (excluding disability assistance dogs, seeing eye
dogs, etc.)
Capture of birds or other animals
Littering of any kind
Any other conduct that would obstruct the maintenance of the area
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